
Diocese of Lubbock                                                                  2020 – 2021                                            1 
 

Date:  October 25, 2020 –   30th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

What is happening this week 

 10/28 –  Saints Simon and Jude 

 

Theme: –  Communion of Saints 

In the Apostles Creed we state we believe in the “Communion of Saints.”  Those who intercede for us in heaven.  Those 

who still do penance for their sins while on earth. Those who are living on the earth now.  These three groups make up 

the true witness to the faith.  Next week we will celebrate all in heaven, even if we do not know their names – Nov. 1st – All 

Saints Day.  On Nov. 2nd we remember those who have died: The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed – Día de 

los Muertos.  Our understanding of the Communion of Saints helps us to celebrate the days ahead.    

 

 

 
Start Here 
There are many options on these pages.   
This section is the basic class.  If you do not have time for anything else.  This is the important section. 
  

 
What To Do 
 

1. Preparation 
a. Clear away distractions 
b. Set the “mood”  

i. Find your gathering space 
ii. Bring out a Cross, Crucifix, Bible, Holy Pictures, and/ or a statue 
iii. Include some family photos  

c. Explain what is going to happen 
d. Be flexible with distractions 
e. Give everyone a chance to share  

 
2. Prayer 

a. Do you know you know a prayer to your patron saint?  
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b. Ask for the intercession of one of your own relatives or friends to help you to grow closer to each other as 
a family and as followers of Jesus.  

  
3. Question:  Why the Communion of Saints?  

a. The Communion of Saints We are Catholic Series  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B--jUSHVpZA 
b. La comunión de los santos Somos católicos https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCRyIFOBH6w 

i. The communion of saints consists of those in heaven, earth, and purgatory 
ii. Death does not separate us from the Church unless we die in mortal sin 
iii. The saints can intercede for us with God and gain special favors for us 
iv. Many miracles have been attributed to the intercession of the saints 
v. We must care for the people on this earth while working out our salvation 
vi. We should strive to become saints by living our lives according to Jesus 

 
4. Family Discussion questions  

a. Name a canonized saint that you are familiar with and discuss him or her. 
b. What are some possible ways that we can be of help to the “communion of saints”? 
c. Do you know your patron saint?  
d. How and why did your parents choose your baptismal name? 
e. What activities, places, people, etc. interest you? Is there a patron saint associated with any of these 

activities, places, people, etc.? 
f. Which saints have their feast day on your birthday? 
g. Which saints inspire you? Why? 
h. How does your family celebrate those who have died? 

 
5. Saint resources: http://www.cin.org/saints.html  https://www.franciscanmedia.org/source/saint-of-the-day/   

Spanish: http://www.es.catholic.net/op/santoral/ 
 

6. Close with a prayer 
a. A prayer from the heart or 
b. A prayer listed on the last page   

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B--jUSHVpZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCRyIFOBH6w
http://www.cin.org/saints.html
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/source/saint-of-the-day/
http://www.es.catholic.net/op/santoral/
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The above basic class outline seeks to teach what we believe as Catholics. This can be found in the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church. These paragraphs from the Catechism are here to help us understand what we need to know about 

 

 

Theme Refresher 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church  

 

954 The three states of the Church. "When the Lord comes in glory, and all his angels with him, death will be no more 

and all things will be subject to him. But at the present time some of his disciples are pilgrims on earth. Others have 

died and are being purified, while still others are in glory, contemplating 'in full light, God himself triune and one, exactly 

as he is"': 

All of us, however, in varying degrees and in different ways share in the same charity towards God and our neighbors, 

and we all sing the one hymn of glory to our God. All, indeed, who are of Christ and who have his Spirit form one 

Church and in Christ cleave together. 

 

958 Communion with the dead. "In full consciousness of this communion of the whole Mystical Body of Jesus Christ, the 

Church in its pilgrim members, from the very earliest days of the Christian religion, has honored with great respect the 

memory of the dead; and 'because it is a holy and a wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they may be loosed 

from their sins' she offers her suffrages for them." Our prayer for them is capable not only of helping them, but also of 

making their intercession for us effective. 

 

962 "We believe in the communion of all the faithful of Christ, those who are pilgrims on earth, the dead who are being 

purified, and the blessed in heaven, all together forming one Church; and we believe that in this communion, the 

merciful love of God and his saints is always [attentive] to our prayers" (Paul VI, CPG § 30). 

 

1474 The Christian who seeks to purify himself of his sin and to become holy with the help of God's grace is not alone. 

"The life of each of God's children is joined in Christ and through Christ in a wonderful way to the life of all the other 

Christian brethren in the supernatural unity of the Mystical Body of Christ, as in a single mystical person."  
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1475 In the communion of saints, "a perennial link of charity exists between the faithful who have already reached their 

heavenly home, those who are expiating their sins in purgatory and those who are still pilgrims on earth. Between them 

there is, too, an abundant exchange of all good things."87 In this wonderful exchange, the holiness of one profits others, 

well beyond the harm that the sin of one could cause others. Thus recourse to the communion of saints lets the contrite 

sinner be more promptly and efficaciously purified of the punishments for sin. 

 

 

 

Discovering God in Everyday Life  

 

The Church is the Family of Families.  Like our home families, there are those who cause good, and those who cause 

trouble.  Yet, there is a bond in Family that cannot be broken.  We celebrate that we are called to live forever.  We are 

the Communion of Saints.   

 

Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire.  – St. Catherine of Siena  

 

 

 

 
This section on God’s Word has many uses.  
 
It could be used in place of the section above if you want to talk about the readings you have heard at Mass or will hear 
at Mass. 
It could be used for private prayer 
It could be skipped 
  
There are links to the readings 
 

 
God’s Word 
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Looking at the Readings at Mass from this Sunday, October 25, 2020.     30th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Readings:  
Reading 1: Exodus 22: 20 – 26  
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 18: 2-4, 47, 51 
Reading 2:  1 Thessalonians 1: 5c – 10  
Gospel:  Matthew 22: 34 – 40  
 
 
Copy of Readings English  http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/102520.cfm                               
        Spanish http://www.usccb.org/bible/lecturas/102520.cfm 
 
There are so many books, songs and movies about love. Do you think love is 
important? God is love; the love we feel in our hearts. We need to remember he 
has given us this great gift and thank him everyday for allowing us to feel love. 
The love that we share with our moms, dads, brothers, sisters, grandmothers, 
etc., and most importantly, with God is what our whole life is about. Without 
God, there is no love. In today’s gospel Jesus sums up all the teaching of a 
thousand years, five books of the bible and dozens of prophets in one sentence. 
He tells us what the most important thing God has to tell us. When Jesus is 
asked “which commandment is most important?” His answer has two parts. First 
we are to love God, second we are to love our neighbor, as we love ourselves. 
This teaching was not a new one for the religious leaders of Jesus’ time. What 
made it new and necessary was that Jesus presents both commandments as equally important. Today’s reading tells 
us there is no commandment more important to live by than the two great commandments. 
 
 
As a family, think and talk about the following 
• What was Jesus asked?  
• What is a commandment? It is a law or rule given to us by God to live like he wants us to live.  
• What is the first commandment Jesus tells us?  
• What are the two parts of the greatest commandment?  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/102520.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lecturas/102520.cfm
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• What makes the greatest commandment so important?  
• How do the two great commandments teach us how to live as God’s children?  
• How can you tell others about the great commandment?  
 
Source: Sacred Heart Church, Southbury, CT https://sacredheartchurch.info   
 
These questions help us to go deeper into God’s Word 

 Who are today’s “aliens, widows, orphans”? 
 How am I serving as a model of faith for people around me? 
 Am I being shaped and formed by my love of God? 
 Am I striving to see people and situations as God sees them? 
 Is my heart the compassionate heart of Christ? 
 Is my very being directed toward God? 

 

 
 

 
Looking at the Readings at Mass for next Sunday, November 1, 2020.    All Saints Day  
 

Readings:  
Reading 1: Revelation 7: 2-4, 9-14 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 24: 1 - 6 
Reading 2:  1 John 3: 1-3 
Gospel:  Matthew 5: 1-12A 
 
 

https://sacredheartchurch.info/
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Copy of Readings  
        English  http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/110120.cfm                               
        Spanish http://www.usccb.org/bible/lecturas/110120.cfm 
 
How do the saints get to be saints? They live by the attitudes and 
actions of Jesus. In this Gospel passage, Jesus teaches his 
Beatitudes. These are guidelines on how to be a blessed or holy 
person. Each beatitude describes a group of people who share a 
certain quality or activity, like mercy or peacemaking. The second half 
of each beatitude tells how that group will be rewarded. These 
guidelines assure us that there is more to life than meets the eye. For 
example, those who are being persecuted for their faith now will 
rejoice and be glad when they receive their reward in heaven. 
 
Knowing and living the Beatitudes is a secure path to holiness. If we 

follow that path, we will be numbered with the saints before the throne of the Lamb of God. 
 
 
As a family, think and talk about the following 

 To be poor in spirit means that we recognize our dependence on God. How do you think we can show that we 
are poor in spirit?  

 To be meek means to avoid retaliating against enemies and to be generous to those who seek our help. How 
can people your age practice meekness?  

 To be clean of heart means to avoid impure thoughts that lead to sinful actions. Name one way you can practice 
being clean of heart. 

 Which of the Beatitudes do you believe the world needs most right now? Why? How will you practice that 
beatitude? What saint might you call on to help you?  
 
 

Source: Source: Sacred Heart Church, Southbury, CT https://sacredheartchurch.info 
 
These questions help us to go deeper into God’s Word 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/110120.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lecturas/110120.cfm
https://sacredheartchurch.info/
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 Whose faces do I see among the crowd gathered around the throne?  If they could speak to me, what would they 
be saying?  How do I feel about being a part of that crowd?   

 Do I believe that I am a child of God?  When do I best witness to that in my life?  When do I least behave as 
such? 

 How do I feel about the promise that I will one day see God as God really is?  Am I ready for that opportunity?  
What do I need to do to prepare myself for that opportunity? 

 What is my understanding of the word blest?  How might that word be applied to me? 
 Which of the promises associated with the Beatitudes most inspires me?  Why? 
 Which Beatitude do I most faithfully represent in my life?  Which Beatitude am I furthest from representing?  

Which Beatitude do I most admire when I see it in other people? 
 
  
 

 

 

 
This section is here if you need some additional ideas of what you can do as a family.  It is a way of adding things to do 
during the week. 
 

 
This Could Be Fun 
 

 
1.  Why do Catholics Pray to Saints?  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hd-PEh589c 
2.  More on the Communion of Saints with a printable activity: https://www.catholicinspired.site/communion-of-

saints.html 
3. English and Spanish Resource to celebrate All Saints Day https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/free-resources-

to-celebrate-all-saints-day-with-students 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hd-PEh589c
https://www.catholicinspired.site/communion-of-saints.html
https://www.catholicinspired.site/communion-of-saints.html
https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/free-resources-to-celebrate-all-saints-day-with-students
https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/free-resources-to-celebrate-all-saints-day-with-students
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Do you need some additional things to do during the week? 
This section is to help. 
 

 
More Ideas 
 

What to do about Halloween? Catholic moms – and an exorcist – weigh in  
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/what-to-do-about-halloween-catholic-moms-and-an-exorcist-weigh-in-71576 
 
Catequesis sobre Halloween https://preparatecatequista.wordpress.com/2013/10/30/catequesis-sobre-halloween/  
A propósito de Halloween https://www.ucsc.cl/blogs-academicos/proposito-de-halloween/ 
 
 
Do Catholic Worship Saints? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3K9yGNPaIcA 
All Saints Day Pep Talk https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mad1Jgf0jow 
    
 

 

 

 

 
Another fun thing to learn about as a Catholic is our friends, the saints.  They may have lived in a different time.  Some 
of these saints had a very difficult life.  All try to live their life for God.   
Sometimes it is good to spend some time learning about other human beings so that we might learn how to love God 
more.   
At the end of every story is a question to help us learn from these Church heroes 
 

 
The Church Has Heroes Too.   
 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/what-to-do-about-halloween-catholic-moms-and-an-exorcist-weigh-in-71576
https://preparatecatequista.wordpress.com/2013/10/30/catequesis-sobre-halloween/
https://www.ucsc.cl/blogs-academicos/proposito-de-halloween/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3K9yGNPaIcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mad1Jgf0jow
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Coloring pages of the Saints: 

http://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/tags/saints 
http://www.catholicplayground.com/saints-coloring-pages/ 

 
 

October 28 – Sts. Simon and Jude; Apostles 
 
  St. Simon the Zealot is one of the most obscure apostles. He was one 
of the 12 main disciples of Jesus Christ, but he plays no particular role in 
the gospels and is only mentioned by name in lists of the apostles. 
We know almost nothing about Simon the Zealot. Even his moniker, “the 
Zealot” is ambiguous enough that we can’t be sure what it means—
though there are several strong possibilities. He may have belonged to a 
Jewish sect known as the Zealots, who were bent on revolution and 
looking for a Messiah to violently overthrow Rome. Or he may have 
simply been zealous for the Mosaic Law. Or even zealous for Jesus and 
his teachings. 
Simon is mentioned occasionally in early church writings, but centuries 
after the gospels were written, Saint Jerome and others mistranslated 
Simon’s title, believing that Matthew and Mark referred to him as Simon 
the Cananite or Simon the Cananaean. They assumed he was from 

Cana—a town within Galilee—or possibly Canaan, an ancient region in the near east which was frequently mentioned 
in the Bible. This mistake led to the idea that Simon was present at the wedding in Cana in John 2, where Jesus 
performed his first miracle and turned water into wine, and that he was the same person as Simon, the brother (cousin) 
of Jesus. 
There are numerous accounts of Simon the Zealot’s death, but the earliest records come centuries after his death. Like 
many of the apostles, it’s hard to conclude exactly which tradition (if any) can be trusted.   
Source: https://overviewbible.com/simon-the-zealot/ 
 
   St Jude Thaddeus is the Patron Saint of Hope and impossible causes and one of Jesus’ original twelve Apostles. He 
preached the Gospel with great passion, often in the most difficult circumstances. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
he made profound differences in people’s lives as he offered them the Word of God. 

http://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/tags/saints
http://www.catholicplayground.com/saints-coloring-pages/
https://overviewbible.com/simon-the-zealot/
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Through his intercession to Jesus on our behalf, St. Jude takes us into his continuing care. He welcomes our prayers of 
gratitude to God, our petitions for strength and help, and offers hope for every intention. 
The Gospel tells us that St. Jude was a brother of St. James the Less, also one of the Apostles. They are described in 
the Gospel of Matthew as the “brethren” of Jesus, probably cousins. St. Jude is traditionally depicted carrying the image 
of Jesus in his hand. This recalls one of his miracles during his work spreading the Word of God. 
King Abagar of Edessa asked Jesus to cure him of leprosy and sent an artist to bring him a drawing of Jesus. 
Impressed with Abagar’s great faith, Jesus pressed His face on a cloth, leaving the image of His face on it. He gave the 
cloth to St. Jude, who took the image to Abagar and cured him. 
After the death and resurrection of Jesus, St. Jude traveled throughout Mesopotamia, Libya, and Persia with St. Simon 
preaching and building up the foundations of the early Church. 
St. Jude died a martyr’s death for his unwavering faith. His body was later brought to Rome and placed in a crypt 
under St. Peter’s Basilica. After his death, many turned to St. Jude for his intercession in prayer. Jesus inspired the 
devotion to St. Jude for St. Bridget of Sweden when he directed her in a vision to turn to St. Jude with great faith and 
confidence. 
In a vision, Christ told St. Bridget, “In accordance with his surname, Thaddeus, the amiable or loving, he will show 
himself most willing to give help.” During the Middle Ages, St. Jude was widely venerated, but perhaps because of the 
confusion between his name and that of Judas Iscariot, he slipped into temporary obscurity. 
In the early 20th century, St. Jude Thaddeus was relatively unknown to the general Catholic population in the US. 
Today, millions of people around the world turn to St. Jude, the Patron of Hope, for his intercession and hope. 
Sometime after his death, Saint Jude’s body was brought from Beirut to Rome and placed in a crypt in St. Peter’s 
Basilica which was visited by many devotees. Now his bones are in the left transept of St. Peter’s Basilica under the 
main altar of St. Joseph in one tomb with the remains of the apostle Simon the Zealot. These were moved here on 27 
December 1665 
Source: https://www.pilgrim-info.com/st-jude-thaddeus/ 
 
Did you know the word Apostle is made up of 3 words: A – post – le   “A” meaning one; “le” meaning who is, and “post” 
or sent.  [Think of a post card or the post office]  So an Apostle is “one who is sent.”  Where is the Lord sending you? 
 
More information on the saints 
https://lifeteen.com/blog/biggest-best-list-confirmation-saints-guys-girls/ 
https://www.catholic.org/saints/popular.php?year=2017&page=1  
 

 

https://www.pilgrim-info.com/st-jude-thaddeus/
https://lifeteen.com/blog/biggest-best-list-confirmation-saints-guys-girls/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/popular.php?year=2017&page=1
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Do you have children preparing for Sacraments? Here are some extra resources just for these Sacraments.   
 

 
Reconciliation: Ep5 –Object lesson https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=seerlm3qaG8 
Purpose – our actions affect others  
 

 
First Communion:  Brother Francis Sacraments of Initiation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxTQIc858_0 
 

 
Confirmation:  The Prophetic Call of the Sacraments of Initiation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_CxQm0fFExs 
 

 

 
There are many useful resources available on YouTube and other web sites.  If you want to learn more. This section is 
a way of helping you find other Catholic Resources.   
 

 
English Resources 
 

Why do we pray for the Dead? https://catholicnewsherald.com/faith/funeral/204-news/grief-header/1577-why-do-we-
pray-for-the-dead 
 
Sts. Simon and Jude https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIwNQ7kGpN0  
 
Additional Information can be found on this easy to use topical outline: 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, Simplified 
 https://www.catholicity.com/catechism/ 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=seerlm3qaG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxTQIc858_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_CxQm0fFExs
https://catholicnewsherald.com/faith/funeral/204-news/grief-header/1577-why-do-we-pray-for-the-dead
https://catholicnewsherald.com/faith/funeral/204-news/grief-header/1577-why-do-we-pray-for-the-dead
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIwNQ7kGpN0
https://www.catholicity.com/catechism/
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Spanish Resources 
 

¿Por qué rezar por los difuntos? http://diocesisdetepic.mx/la-senda/por-que-rezar-por-los-difuntos/ 

¿Podemos orar por los difuntos?   
https://es.catholic.net/op/articulos/5823/cat/13/podemos-orar-por-los-difuntos.html#modal 
 
San Simon Apostol https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbfdCmM8qL8 
San Juda Tadeo https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qI2AFJwtjC4  or 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYLFnXCUBY4 
  

 

 

 
This final section list the prayers that were talked about in the What To Do section. 
 

 
Prayers 
 

 
A Prayer for children 

 
O Saint Anthony, we turn to you to place that which we hold most precious and dear under your protection: our children. 
While you were immersed in prayer, the Baby Jesus appeared to you. While you were leaving this world you were 
comforted by the vision of our Lord, and little children spread the news of your blessed death: look upon these children 
who we place in your care; help them to grow, as Jesus grew, in age, knowledge and grace. 
Help them to preserve their innocence and their simplicity of heart; grant that they may always have the attentive 
affection and wise guidance of their parents. Watch over them that as they grow in years they may reach full maturity 
and, as Christians, be examples of perfect faith. 
O Saint Anthony, our patron, be close to all children and comfort us too with your continuous protection. Amen. 
Source: https://www.pilgrim-info.com/prayer-for-the-protection-of-children/  
 

http://diocesisdetepic.mx/la-senda/por-que-rezar-por-los-difuntos/
https://es.catholic.net/op/articulos/5823/cat/13/podemos-orar-por-los-difuntos.html#modal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbfdCmM8qL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qI2AFJwtjC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYLFnXCUBY4
https://www.pilgrim-info.com/prayer-for-the-protection-of-children/
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Prayer for the Dead 
In your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our brothers and sisters. 
In this life you embraced them with your tender love; deliver them now from every evil and bid them eternal rest. 
The old order has passed away: welcome them into paradise, where there will be no sorrow, no weeping or pain, 
but fullness of peace and joy with your Son and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen. 
 
V/. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
R/. And let perpetual light shine upon  them. 
V/. May their rest in peace. 
R/. Amen. 
V/. May their soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
R/. Amen. 
 

Prayers for Mourners 

 Lord God, you are attentive to the voice of our pleading. Let us find in your Son 
comfort in our sadness, certainty in our doubt, and courage to live through this hour. 
Make our faith strong through Christ our Lord. 
R/. Amen. 
 
Source: https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/bereavement-and-funerals/prayers-
for-death-and-dying 
 
 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sister Peggy Szeljack 

Email: PSzeljack@catholiclubbock.org 

Office phone: 806.972.3943 

 

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/bereavement-and-funerals/prayers-for-death-and-dying
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/bereavement-and-funerals/prayers-for-death-and-dying
mailto:PSzeljack@catholiclubbock.org

